
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Evans Head Centre: 

1 Beech Street 
Evans Head  NSW  2473 

Phone 6682 5235 
 

Woodburn Centre: 
Woodburn Street 

Woodburn  NSW  2472 
Phone 6682 2993 

 
 

Evans Head Woodburn  

Pre-School  
 

 

 

Bandjalang Word   
of the Week  

 

Bandjalang Word: 
Mungunhm  

 

English: 
Eggs  

 

Key Word Sign 

 Help 
                       Place dominant hand 
                      bent at third knuckles, 
                             palm down, onto 
                              nondominant 
                               palm. Or may  
                             place dominant  
hand onto non-dominant hand, 
palms together. Move formation 
forward. * With directionality. 

 

 
 

We Learn and Play on the 
Traditional Land of the 

Bundjalung People. 
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Itõs Book Week 
 

Book Swap  ð Bring along a book and swap it for $1+ donation 

(not only childrenõs books but any good book). All funds raised will 

be donated to the Indigenous Literacy Program.  

 

If we have sufficient books left over, we will sell them in Oak Street 

near First National Real Estate on a Saturday morning for a donation. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Community Library  
 

Both preschools have found projects to upcycle into COMMUNITY 

LIBRARIES for our services (Woodburn has a cupboard and Evans 

Head has a microwave cupboard). We will be painting and 

remodelling these so keep an eye out for the finished òCommunity 

Librariesó on the boundary of the preschools. Or if you are handy, 

you may wish to volunteer your services to assist the projects. 

 

What is a Community Library? ê see over page 
 

 

 

  

https://www.google.com.au/imgres?imgurl=http://cagesharkdive.com/wp-content/uploads/2015/06/Facebook-like-us-icon.png&imgrefurl=http://ferrod.com/fbl/facebook-page-likes-exchange-script/&h=296&w=997&tbnid=TXvyCFQqaUWDHM:&docid=g1K1nu5PIef4ZM&ei=A6mgVtPNJ4fgjwPdp6XoAg&tbm=isch&ved=0ahUKEwiT28_Xz7rKAhUH8GMKHd1TCS0QMwgjKAcwBw
http://www.evanshead-preschool.com/
mailto:evansheadwoodburnpreschool@gmail.com
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwj1_br9z_rcAhWU7mEKHW4kCYYQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=http%3A%2F%2Fjpeppin.com%2Femilie-buchwald%2F&psig=AOvVaw0FeGa2YcFQAAZMHVobdgWt&ust=1534819927355165
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What is a Community 

Library? 
 

You may have seen these popping up as there is 

a growing movement to share òstuffó. You can 

pop a good book into the library and/or take 

one to read. 

 

We can also swap other commodities through 

the òlibraryó i.e. if you have excess produce to 

give away or we could use it to give away surplus 

seeds.  

 

For example, I have a heap of lettuce seeds at 

the moment. I could put them in envelopes, 

label them and pop them into the òlibraryó for 

others to take and enjoy. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
Examples of Community Libraries 

Rescue Helicopter  

(visit from John)  
 

Last week we had a visit from John to inform us 

about the role of the Rescue Helicopter. John 

read us the story Mildred to the Rescue and we 

had an interactive learning experience as the 

children got to role play with the rescue harness 

and to wear the pilotõs helmet. 

 

After Johnõs talk we asked questions. I must say 

that John was really impressed with the quality of 

the questions our children came up with. We are 

certainly raising curious children capable of 

lateral thinking and in -depth questioning!  

 

Sunny ð òHow did someone design helicopters?ó 

Makai ð òWho makes them?ó 

Zack ð òHow do they get the power?ó 

Sunny ð òWhat are the blades?ó 

Archie ð òDo the doctors on board have drinks of 

water?ó 

 

 

Drought Aid  
 

Our preschool is a member of the North Coast 

Preschool Alliance. Next week the Alliance 

preschools will be fundraising to send 

Woolworths and IGA vouchers to farming 

families in need due to drought. When this 

initiative began, we had already committed to 

the Rescue Helicopter fundraiser and the Book 

Swap. 

 

We will be talking with children about drought 

and intentionally raising awareness and teaching 

concepts such as sustainability. 

 

Donations will be passed onto Moree Preschool 

to give to families in need. Moree Preschool sent 

us books and paints to help us out after we were 

flooded last year during Ex Tropical Cycle 

Debbie. As they say ð what goes around, comes 

around. 
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Re-Enrolment 2019  
 

Please re-enrol your child if they will be returning to preschool in 2019. You need to re -enrol by the 

END of Term 3 to maintain priority over new enrolments. We have had numerous enquiries lately for 

2019. If we are thinking  you may be re-enrolling, you should have a form in your pocket/pigeon hole. 

If you missed out, please ask. 

 

Return forms with a $50 application fee by the end of term for your childõs name to be added to the 

2019 Enrolment Request spreadsheet. If you are struggling to find $50, please have a quiet word with 

Allyson, Michelle, Cath or Lisa. 

 

Letter of Offer  - If you are successful in securing a place in 2019, you will receive a letter of offer 

in Term 4. While every effort will be made to accommodate your request for days, this cannot be 

guaranteed. We must follow enrolment priorities in order to receive NSW Government funding. The 

following groups have priority:  

 

· 4 year olds (year before school) 

· Aboriginal and/or Torres Strait Islander children 

· Children from low income families (health care card) 

· Children with a disability 

· Children who are a third triplet and above  

 

We are licensed for a set number of children and cannot accept children over these limited spaces, so 

while we would love to take every child who wishes to attend, that is not possible. 

 

Sessions - Children in the above òpriorityó groups will be enrolled in a session (30 hours per 

fortnight). Additional days will only be offered if we have low enrolments.  If you want days more than 

one session provides, you are able to enrol in a session at both services. Parents who work full-time will 

be considered for an additional day. 

 

3 year olds  - (not turning 4 before July 2019 i.e. not eligible for school in 2020)  

3 year olds who are not Aboriginal and/or Torres Strait Islander, disabled, low income or multiple birth, 

will be able to enrol for a day per week at one or both of our preschools , at the full fee rate. 

 

Confused ? ð talk to staff  

 

 

New Enrolments  
 

Tell friends and family that we will hold orientation sessions in November for children and their families 

to attend so we need forms ASAP. We already have lots of families enquiring about enrolments for next 

year. Donõt miss out. 
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Fundraising  
 

What have we used our fundraising money on so 

far? 

 

We have bought 12 good quality childrenõs 

ukuleles, cases and tuners (6 for each preschool) 

and binoculars. Evans Head has bought a 

wooden arbour for the Fairy Garden project 

underway in the Beech Street entrance area 

garden. 

 
 

What are o ur plans? 
 

Woodburn is hoping to build a  pergola over their veggie garden to allow planting to be 3D , purchase 

tools, construct a slackline and a climbing  wall. 

 

Evans Head is planning to install a tank and a beautiful bench seat made by parent (and local woodwork 

artist) Stephen Van Der Kleij, for the fairy/wellbeing garden. 

 

Both services hope to have firepits, and purchase and install some outdoor musical instruments.  

 

 

Bunnings BBQ and River  Festival Cake Stall  
 

Please add your name to the rosters for these two events which bookend the next school holidays. 

Bunnings (first Saturday 29/9/18) and River Festival Cake Stall (last Saturday 13/10/1 8). 

 

The money raised goes directly back into resources to enrich our environments and program that our 

funding and fees do not stretch to cover.  
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School Photos  

 

Envelopes coming home this week. 

 

See calendar for dates. 

 

 

 
Freeé 

 

Rabbit Hu tch to give away 
at Woodburn Preschool.  

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.homestylingbycathy.com%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2F2017%2F10%2FVideo-camera-clipart-free-clipart-images-e1509380240332.png&imgrefurl=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.homestylingbycathy.com%2Fhome-staging%2Fhire-a-professional-photographer%2Fattachment%2Fvideo-camera-clipart-free-clipart-images%2F&docid=kZlhfxiiX8K2hM&tbnid=Cf2Kjro13FPkFM%3A&vet=10ahUKEwi-xPDHz_rcAhUEUd4KHVGuCNwQMwjpASgkMCQ..i&w=571&h=376&bih=745&biw=1536&q=camera%20clipart&ved=0ahUKEwi-xPDHz_rcAhUEUd4KHVGuCNwQMwjpASgkMCQ&iact=mrc&uact=8
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WHATõS HAPPENING... at Evans Head Preschool? 
 
We have finally begun to venture beyond the preschool fence line to 
extend on our inquiry into the plants and animals in our backyard and 
the links to the seasons. After our visit to Minyumai this has become 
more authentic as we were presented with the Bandjalang season 
calendar and we will link our learning to this beautiful document. There 
is a very squawky baby osprey in its nest in the oval and we took a trip 
to observe the birds using our cool bird watching equipment. The 
children used art as a medium to interpret their learning. 
 
Birds have been a big interest, Makai has created a bird art show from 
all the birds he has been tracing and painting. We have also begun our 
own field guide to birds from our observations of birdlife in our backyard 
this year.  
 
Another excursion beyond the fence was to gather some paperbark 
and kindling for the cooking fire we had last Wednesday. On our trip to 
Minyumai we observed the rangers cooking the eggs / mungunhm and 
we thought we should try it out for ourselves. Of course, a fire isn't 
simply thrown together, after many risk assessments, phone calls with 
council and the fire brigade we sparked it in the front yard. The fire was 
lit with a flint and steel and much to the childrenôs astonishment they 
were all able to create a spark with the flint.  
 
Learning through nature is a big focus at Evans Head Preschool. We 
believe in ñMaking the world a better placeò this begins with children 
learning to care for and respect our land/ jugoon. There is endless 
theory to support the benefits of learning in nature, these include: 
 
· An ability to self-regulate our emotions and behavior. 
· Sensory input- learning with our 5 sense plus proprioception-body 

in space. 
· Vestibular balance ï the level of liquid in the inner ear alters as we 

move over rough, uneven ground to assist our balance.  
· To be in the ñflowò. 
· To experience the calm and quietness of nature. It is said that bird 

song has one of the most positive effects on our mental health. 
· To take risks and develop resilience. 
· Play outside benefits gross motor development far beyond the 

constraints of an enclosed playground. 
· Children also need Vitamin D absorbed from the sun for healthy 

bones. 
 
We canôt wait for the next adventure! 
 
Cath Gillespie 
Educational Leader, Evans Head Preschool 
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WHATõS HAPPENING... at Woodburn Preschool? 
 
Wow, almost halfway through the term already, and so much 
has been happening!! I think all these photos show just how 
much fun, connection, and learning has been taking place here, 
and within the community!!  

 
The visit to Minyumai was amazing, and we learnt so much 
about the local bush lands and the Bandjalang culture. We 
hadnôt realised the incredible work that is being done there to 
maintain local culture, language, practices and environment, 
and to educate the community. If you ever get a chance to go 
out there, I would highly recommend it! 

 
Sam, the African drummer and storyteller, held the children 
enthralled, with his gentle, entertaining and very lively show! 

 
Woodburn families raised $50 for the Westpac Rescue 
Helicopter, and we all learnt some really interesting facts about 
how they help our whole community.  

 
The Mini Vinnies from St Joseph's came once again and helped 
our children to make musical instruments from recycled 
materials. What an amazing array of instruments were made, 
as well as beautiful connections and friendships between young 
and old!! 
 
A big thank you to Thomasô dad, Adam, who brought his police 
truck in, and talked to us about the work that the police do in 
our community. We saw all the tools in his special vest, the 
children were able to sit in his truck, and hear the sirens! We 
even saw how road spikes work.  

 
This week we are joining Woodburn Public for their Book Week Parade, at 9.30am on Wednesday. 
Families donôt need to worry about costumes, as we are dressing up as a group to do with a traditional 
story we have been reading together. If your child would like to dress up as something different, they 
are welcome to. And if your child doesnôt come on Wednesdays, you are more than welcome to bring 
them along, to join in the fun with us.  

 
The Book Swap is happening this week, and raising awareness for the Drought affected communities 
is next week!!  

 
There is so much good stuff happening, but itôs easy to overlook something, so please check in with 
us if you are not sure!  
 
Michelle Stanley-Jones 
Educational Leader, Woodburn Preschool  
 
 
 
  

John from the Westpac Rescue Helicopter 
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